Rabi’ Il 2, 1441 — Allah Al-Wadud
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“O mankind! Be dutiful to your Lord, who created you from a single person, and from
him He created his wife, and from them both He created many men and women, and fear
Allah through Whom you demand your mutual rights, and do not Cut the relations of
kinship. Surely, AIIah Isan AII -Watcher over you.”
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“O you who believe! Keep your duty to Allah and fear Him, and always speak the truth.
He will direct you to do righteous good deeds and will forgive your sins. And whosoever
Obeys Allah and His Messenger (SAWS) he has indeed achieved a great achievement.”
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Dear Brothers and Sisters ...

In our previous Khutbahs we talked about Loving Allah SWT, and how this love is the
true power for worshiping Allah. Loving Allah SWT allows us to worship him the right
way and increases our level of Iman. We also emphasized that Knowing Allah is the way
to love him, and that the best way to know him is through his names and attributes, by
affirming the Names and Attributes which Allah has aftirmed for Himself in a manner

befitting His majesty.

So today we continue our discussion regarding the beautiful and majestic names of our

creator Allah SWT and one of the names that are mentioned in the Quran is the name Al-
Wadud. The name Al-Wadud comes from the verb “wadd” and the verb “wadd” usually
means to love. But it is not just any type of love, we all know that the main word for love

in Arabic is "mahabba" and “7obb” but Al-Wadud is not from this same verb (¢« ,2>).
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Al-Wadud it is from another verb “3,” so it belongs to the names of Allah that deal with

love, but it is not the primary verb for love it is another verb.

So, what is the difference between "mahabba" and “wud” what is the difference of Allah’s
name that are derived from the primary verb of love in Arabic, which is mahabba, and this

verb “wud” that Allah uses to derive his name from?

Our scholars have mentioned that the Arabic word “hub” or “mahabba” can be used for
any type of love, it is the most generic verb for love. Whereas “wud” is a specific subset of
love. Wud is a special type of love that has its own specialties, and one of these specialties of
wud is that when you have this type of love you want to benefit the person whom you
have this wud for. In addition, it is a nurturing love and that is why it's very common to use
this verb to describe the love that a mother has for her child. It's a nurturing love. Not only
that, but one of the unique things about the verb Waad, ya-Wud and ma-Waada i1s that it
doesn’t have a romantic or sensual connotation, whereas the word mahabba is very
common to have a romantic connotation. So, the word mawada has no romantic meaning,

it is a noble love, it is a love where you want to genuinely benefit the other.

Some of our linguists have said that one of the characteristics of the word mawada is that
you actually want to be with the other person or you have a desire or yearning to be with
that person either in thought or in proximity. So, Allah SWT is Al-Wadud and of the
differences between wud and mahabba, our scholars have said, mahabba is what is in the

heart and wud is what 1s shown in your actions of love.

So, Allah’s love is demonstrated and not just abstract, whereas mahabba could be in the
heart but never demonstrated. The name Al-Wadud reflects a special type of love, showing
that Allah’s love is manifested in action whereas mahabba is not necessarily manifested in

action.

When it comes to Allah SWT, the name Al-Wadud has two meanings. Number one; the
one who shows love and number two; the one upon whom love is shown. So, Allah is Al-
Wadud that he shows love to the creation and Allah is AlI-Wadud that the creation, or at

least the righteous creation, loves him. And this is an interesting name as well because there
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is unfortunately a common misunderstanding, especially amongst some non-muslims, that
the Quranic God is not a God of love, that our God (the God of Muslims) is not a God of
love. And we can easily see that this is absolutely incorrect, because of the names of Allah,
the 99 majestic names of Allah, we have a name that translates as (the love) the one who

loves and the one who is beloved; Al-Wadud is the one who shows love, and Al-Wadud

the one who 1s the most beloved.

So let’s dive deeper in these two meanings, the first meaning is the one who shows love for
his servants; this means that Allah SWT desires good for them and Ibn Algaim comments
that it is not strange for the servant to love the master, it is not strange for any created being
to love that which is taking care of it, because the servant is taken care of by the master, or
the animal is taken care of by the owner that's not strange. What is amazing is when the
Creator who has no need of the creation chooses to love the creation, even though there's
no benefit that the creation can give back to the Creator! and this is the meaning of Al-

Wadud that Allah loves the creation even though there's no selfish reason for that love.

Usually, we love because there's always something coming back to us. We love money we
love comfort we love water we love food we love our children! we love things that will
benefit us, there's a selfish element in each and every love. But Allah’s love is unselfish
because Allah doesn't need us, we need him. So, Al-Wadud is the one who shows love and
Allah SWT mentions in the Quran that he created us to show us this love and mercy this is

a Quranic concept as Allah says in the Quran
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Except those whom Allah has shown mercy to, and to show mercy is why Allah created the creation.

Allah created the creation and the default stuation is that Allah will love and show mercy to
his creation. But some of the creation choose to reject that mercy, some of them choose to

reject Allah and live sinful lives, so that group will get what they deserve.

But the default (.4i» 2U4s) I created them for what? to show them Rahma to show them
my kindness and my generosity. So, Allah SWT is Al-Wadud and every single aspect of our
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creation demonstrates this. Our khalq our entire body! Allah says in the Quran that he is
the one who created us and he perfected the creation, Allah fashioned me and fashioned
you in the best of forms, Allah says in the Quran
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It is Allah who made for you the earth a place of settlement and the sky a ceiling and formed you and perfected your forms and provided you with good things. That is Allah,
your Lord; then blessed is Allah, Lord of the worlds.
We are in the best fashions and the best mold, Allah says in the Quran don't you look at
yourselves? didn't we give you eyes and we gave you a tongue to speak we gave you this
we gave you that, we gave you intelligence. Allah’s blessings are mentioned as a
manifestation of his love. Allah also mentions in the Quran; didn't we create for you the
heavens and the earth didn't we alternate the night and the day for you so that you can rest

in the night and work in the day so every component of creation is a manifestation of

Allah’s love. Allah says in the Quran that of his blessings
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SAHIH INTERNATIONAL

And Allah has made for you from yourselves mates and has made for you from your mates sons and grandchildren and has provided for you from the good
things. Then in falsehood do they believe and in the favor of Allah they disbelieve?

Every parent knows the greatest love in our hearts is the love of our children, so Allah gave

us that and he gave us every other blessing we have, so this really demonstrates the first

meaning of the name of Allah Al-Wadud the one who shows love.

The second meaning of Al-Wadud is the one who is shown love by the creation. So, Al-
Wadud the one who shows love also Al-Wadud means the one upon whom love is shown
or being the object of love or the beloved. Of course Allah SWT mentions in the quran

that loving him is the primary element of worship, our love for Allah is the most important
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manifestation of our belief in him. Allah says in the Quran there are those who worship
talse gods and they love them along with loving Allah
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And [yet], among the people are those who take other than Allah as equals [to Him]. They love
them as they [should] love Allah. But those who truly believe are stronger in love for Allah

Those who love Allah they love Allah more than those people love their false gods, so
loving Allah is a primary concept of believingin Allah SWT. Ibn Tamiya mentions that the
love of Allah SWT is a unique love because only Allah is loved for who he is. Every other
object that you love, and we mentioned this before, has an element of selfishness involved,
but Allah Azza WA JAL is loved for his pefecion, and the love of Allah will never come and
hurt and harm us. Ibn Taymia mentions that there is no love that you have for any created

object except that this very love will end up hurting you.

Let’s think about this, what hurts us the most? it's what you love when it's taken away from
you or when it causes you pain, right? the most painful problems are spousal problems,
children problems, parental problems, why? Because we love them the most! and Ibn
Taymia mentions that there is no love (that is a worldly love) except that you will also be

stung by that very love.

So, there is only one love that you will never be stung by and that is the love of Allah
SWT, and every love that you have if you do not link it with Allah’s love it is going to
cause you harm in the long run. Every love that exists must be linked with Allah’s love so
when you love your children, you link it with the love of Allah. I'm gonna be good to my
children because that's my responsibility to raise them as good worshippers to Allah SWT.
You love your parents, you link it to love of Allah, you love money so you link it to the
love of Allah (I will only earn halal money and spend it on what Allah wants me to spend
and I'll be generous with my money in good deeds) and so on. Allah is the one who is the

most beloved and to show love to Allah means to obey his commandments and to praise
Him.
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The name Al-Wadud occurs with two other names in the Quran, as it occurs only twice in

the Quran. The first time it occurs with the name Raheem, Raheem Wadud
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And ask forgiveness of your Lord and then repent to Him. Indeed, my Lord is Merciful and Affectionate."

Allah 1s merciful we talked about Raheem before. So, Allah says I am Raheem I show you
Rahma I show you mercy and Allah says he is Wadud so he is loving and he is merciful and
the two obviously correlate because the one who loves shows mercy and the one who is

merciful shows love.

The second pairing that occurs with the name Al-Wadud is Al-Ghafoor
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Indeed, it is He who originates [creation] and repeats. And He is the Forgiving, the Affectionate,

He is the one who forgives and he's the loving and we discuseed the name Al-Ghafoor
before. So Allah SWT links the name Al-Wadud to the name of forgiveness and this

demonstrates for us when should we use the name Al-Wadud in our duaa’.

First, when we need some blessing from Allah Al-Rahim Al-Wadud; when we need a job,
when we are tired or hungry or sick, we can use this name; ya-Wadud we need your help

you're the one who shows love.

Secondly, we use this name when we ask for forgiveness when we need to be forgiven we
raise our hands and we ask Allah ya-Wadud ya-Ghatoor forgive us. Another manifestations
that Allah is Wadud, is that he has placed love in our hearts for other creatures. This wud
that we have, comes from up there because Allah is Al-Wadud so he places wud in my
heart and your heart. If Allah was not Al-Wadud we would not have this love. Allah
mentions this in the Quran explicitly in multiple times. For example when it comes to

spouses as the spouses’ love is a very special love. What does Allah say of his miracles is that
Page 6 of 9



he has created for you spouses from amongst yourselves and he has placed between you two
wud (i) 3350 S o) Allah who is AI-Wadud has placed that (s3,.) in the hearts of the
spouses and that 1s the miracle of marriage otherwise marriage would never last, it would
not last but Al-Wadud has placed the wud of the two parties between each other. And the

wud also exists between the family members in another verse in the Quran
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It is that of which Allah gives good tidings to His servants who believe and do righteous deeds. Say, [0 Muhammad], "I do not ask you for this message any payment [but]

only good will through kinship." And whoever commits a good deed - We will increase for him good therein. Indeed, Allah is Forgiving and Appreciative.

Some scholars have interpreted (,a (3 355+) that Allah is asking us to have wud for our family
members. Another the famous verse in the Quran that shows the miracle of Allah of
making two parties became brothers together, it is about a story in the Seiera about the
groups that were having a friction between them Allah brought their hearts together and
Allah says if you were to spend all the money in the world you would not have brought
about that camaraderie (friendship) between them but Allah, who is Al-Wadud, is the one

who brought that camaraderie and love between them, as Allah said
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SAHIH INTERNATIONAL
And brought together their hearts. If you had spent all that is in the earth, you could not have brought their hearts together; but Allah brought them together. Indeed, He is

Exalted in Might and Wise.

We will continue in the second Khutbah InShaaAllah I ask Allah for forgiveness, He 1s the Most
Forgiving, Most Merciful.
Fo 5o A ) 3R 5 S e Sk kel s 1505 L sty s U35 8

=\

Page 7 of 9



Second Khutbah
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So, a final point brothers and sisters, how then do we get to love Allah? how do we increase

that love of Allah in our hearts?

Number one is by studying Allah's names and attributes, and inshaallah even though only a
tew lessons have gone by, I hope that every one of us has the love for Allah increased
simply hearing his names, so number one we increase our love of Allah by studying his

names and attributes.

Number two, we increase our love of Allah by loving his Rasul
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Say, [O Muhammad], "If you should love Allah, then follow me, [so] Allah will love you and forgive you your sins. And Allah is Forgiving and Merciful."

[t vert clear and explicit! say if you love Allah follow me, Allah will love you. So, by
reading about the Prophet SAW and by loving and following the Prophet SAW we will

increase our love for him.

Number three, a love of good deeds like reading Quran, continous ziker, charity and

sponsoring orphans, as Allah says
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Indeed, those who have believed and done righteous deeds - the Most Merciful will appoint for them affection.

Those who believe and do good deeds Allah will bless them with wud (with love). What
does this mean that Allah will give them wud? Our scholars say those who believe and do

good deeds Allah will love them and the angels will love them and mankind will love them.
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The love that we have for particular people, especially the righteous, their love is a sign of

divine love those who believe and do good deeds Allah will write for them love.
So, by doing good deeds we will increase our love to Allah.

And the final point that I will mention of increasing our love for Allah, is that we should

raise our hands up to Allah and ask him, like the Prophet SAW did (as he used to say)

O allah, I ask for your love, and those who love you I want their love and I want them to
love me, and I want to love the good deeds that bring me closer to your love. What a

beautiful duaa’ let's memorize it

So, remember this beautiful name of Allah SWT that we should invoke to bring about

peace in our hearts, and we must spread love and wud to all creatures.

] ask Allah to grant us his love may he place it our hearts and the love for the prophet SAW
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