Muharram 7, 1441- Al-Ghafur, Al-Ghaafir & Al-Ghaffar
 ونيوذ باهلل من شتهو ننرستها ومن ئتن اع نلما ها من يده اهلل، إن احلمد هلل حنمده ونستعينه ونستعفرهه ونستعيد
ّمداً لبده و ئتو و صترن

 ون شتيد نن إ إ إإ اهلل وهده إ شته ه ون شتيد نن،

ااي

ومن ضتل

ّض
مت

ًمن خلق وخلنل صلى اهلل وئلم وبا ك للن وللى آ ونصحاب وئلم تسلنماً كثريا

ِ ي أَيُّها الناس ات ُقوا رب ُكم ال ِذي خلَ َق ُكم ِمن ن ْفس و
اح َدة َو َخلَ َق ِمْن َها َزْو َج َها َوبَث ِمْن ُه َما ِر َج ًال َكثِ ًريا
َ
َ َ
َ
ُ
ُ َ
َونِ َساءً َوات ُقوا اّللَ ال ِذي تَ َساءَلُو َن بِِه َو ْاْل َْر َح َام إِن اّللَ َكا َن َعلَْي ُك ْم َرقِيبًا

“O mankind! Be dutiful to your Lord, who created you from a single person, and from
him He created his wife, and from them both He created many men and women; and fear
Allah through Whom you demand your mutual rights, and do not Cut the relations of
kinship. Surely, Allah is an All-Watcher over you.”

ِ
صلِ ْح لَ ُك ْم أ َْع َمالَ ُك ْم َويَ ْغ ِف ْر لَ ُك ْم ذُنُوبَ ُك ْم ۗ َوَمن يُ ِط ِع
ً ين َآمنُوا ات ُقوا اّللَ َوقُولُوا قَ ْوًل َس ِد
ْ ُيدا * ي
َ َي أَيُّ َها الذ
ِ
يما
ً اّللَ َوَر ُسولَهُ فَ َق ْد فَ َاز فَ ْوًزا َعظ

“O you who believe! Keep your duty to Allah and fear Him, and always speak the truth.
He will direct you to do righteous good deeds and will forgive your sins. And whosoever
Obeys Allah and His Messenger (SAWS) he has indeed achieved a great achievement.”

... أما بعد
Dear Brothers and Sisters …
In our previous Khutbahs we talked about Loving Allah SWT, and how this love is the
true power for worshiping Allah. Loving Allah SWT allows us to worship him the right
way and increases our iman level. We also emphasized that Knowing Allah is the way to
love him, and that the best way to know him is through his names and attributes, by
affirming the Names and Attributes which Allah has affirmed for Himself in a manner
befitting His majesty.
So, let’s continue our discussion of some of the names and attributes of Allah SWT and
today we move on to another series of names dealing with one verb and one concept and
that is the verb and concept of Maghfirah ( مغفرة، يغفر،)غفر. The word ( )غفرoriginally means (in
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pre-Islamic Arabic) it means to cover up something so ( )غفرmeans to conceal or to put a
layer on top of something and eventually it meant to overlook somebody's harm that he has
done to you. You cover up his harm and you ignore that he ever did something to you. So,
it became the connotation of forgiveness even though the original connotation is to cover
up or to pretend it doesn't exist, by covering or concealing it. In classical Arabic the word
ِ because you're covering your head and you're concealing it, coming
for helmet was ()مغ َفر
ِ
from the same root ()مغ َفر( )غفر.
The point being that Allah SWT is characterized with this attribute of ( )مغفرةand in 300
verses Allah SWT attributes this concept to himself and says ( )ومن يغفر الذنوب إل هللاwho else can
perfect of one’s sins other than Allah SWT who else can forgive sins. Allah says

So, Allah wants to announce to the world, and he wants us to recognize and he wants us to
believe and know that about him. Allah SWT calls himself Al-Ghafoor and it is not the
only name that is derived from the verb ( )غفرin fact there are at least seven names in the
Quran all of them derived from the verb to forgive. Seven different nouns that Allah has
ascribed to himself and all of these are proper names mentioned in the Quran, not
specifically from the famous 99 names, as Allah has much larger number of names.
Number one and the most common of these nouns is ( )الغفورand in fact Al-Ghafoor is one

of the most often mentioned names of Allah in the entire Quran; mentioned 91 times.
Another name of Allah is ( )الغافرas Allah said ( )غافر الذنب وقابل التوبand the third name is ( )الغفارso
there is Al-Ghafoor, Al-Ghafir, and Al-Ghaffar and I'll explain the differences in a while.
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Also, number four is ( )واسع املغفرةthe one whose forgiveness is vast, Allah can forgive anything
and everything. Number five ( )أهل املغفرةthe one who has the right to forgive the one who is
characterized by forgiveness Allah he is the one who has the most right to be characterized
with forgiveness. Number six ( )ذو املغفرةand ( )ذوin Arabic means the owner of something
means nobody owns it like the one who says ()ذو, ( )ذو املغفرةthe owner of ( )مغفرةthe one to
whom ( )مغفرةis ascribed, the one who controls and who has manifested and who has
perfected ()مغفرة. The seventh noun and the seventh name of Allah derived from this root is
( )خري الغافرينmeaning in the best of those who forgive.
Now what is the difference between Al-Ghafir, Al-Ghafoor, and Al-Ghaffar and all three
are mentioned in the Quran. Ghafir is the one who does forgiveness so the one who
forgives. In Arabic ( )مسعmeans to hear so ( )سامعis the one who hears, ( )قامmeans to stand and
( )قائمmeans the one who is standing, so Allah is Ghafir; Allah forgives the sins.
Al-Ghafoor is a noun form that emphasizes the power of the verb, so if ( )قائمmeans to stand
( )قيومis much more than ()قائم. Similarly, Ghafir means to forgive, but Ghafoor is the one
who has the power to forgive no matter how large the sin. In other words, Ghafoor is for
the quality no matter how large the sin Al-Ghafoor can cover it up no matter how heinous
the crime, no matter how evil the deed Al-Ghafoor has the power to cover it up.
As for Al-Ghaffar, it goes back to a structure that indicates frequency ( )على وزن فعالAllah does
it, and then does it again, and then does it, and then does it again! Allah continuously does
( )مغفرةso Ghafoor is for the quality and Ghaffar is for quantity. Ghafoor for quality; no
matter how large the sin Allah can forgive it, and Al-Ghaffar for frequency; no matter how
frequent the sin Allah does not count.

 اللهم اغفر: فقال،ً “أذنب عبدي ذنبا: قال، تبارك وتعاىل، فيما حيكى عن ربه،عن النيب صلى هللا عليه وسلم
 مث عاد. وأيخذ بلذنب، فعلم أن له ربً يغفر الذنب، أذنب عبدى ذنبا: فقال هللا تبارك وتعاىل،يل ذنيب
، فعلم أن له ربً يغفر الذنب،ً أذنب عبدي ذنبا: فقال تبارك وتعاىل، أي رب اغفر يل ذنيب: فقال،فأذنب
 فعلم أن،ً أذنب عبدي ذنبا: تبارك وتعاىل، فقال، أي رب اغفر يل ذنيب: فقال، مث عاد فأذنب.وأيخذ بلذنب
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. )) قد غفرت لعبدى فليفعل ما شاء” ((متفق عليه. وأيخذ بلذنب،له ربً يغفر الذنب
. فإن التوبة هتدم ما قبلها، يذنب ويتوب فاغفر له، ما دام يفعل هكذا: “فليفعل ما شاء” أي:وقوله تعاىل

The Prophet ( )ﷺsaid, "Allah, the Exalted, and Glorious said: 'A slave committed a sin and
he said: O Allah, forgive my sin,' and Allah said: 'My slave committed a sin and then he
realized that he has a Rubb Who forgives the sins and punishes for the sin.' He then again
committed a sin and said: 'My Rubb, forgive my sin,' and Allah (SWT) said: 'My slave
committed a sin and then realized that he has a Rubb Who forgives his sin and punishes for
the sin.' He again committed a sin and said: 'My Rubb, forgive my sin,' and Allah (SWT)
said: 'My slave has committed a sin and then realized that he has a Rubb Who forgives the
sin and punishes for the sin. I have granted forgiveness to my slave. Let him do whatever he
likes". [Al-Bukhari and Muslim].
The last sentence "let him do whatever he likes..." means, as long he keeps asking for
forgiveness after the commission of sins, and repents, Allah will forgive him because
repentance eliminates previous sins".

So, the true servant never gives up hope, always raises his hands and says “Ya Ghaffar”
you'll forgive me again because you are the one who forgives so he never loses hope in
Allah forgiveness.
Also, brothers and sisters, one of the things we're talking about in this series is the
connections and the pairs of Allah’s names, what names does Allah mention with his names
and attributes, what are the pairs that are found in the Quran? of the most common pairs is
Al-Ghafoor Al-Raheem and we mentioned this when we talked about the names AlRahman Al-Raheem and that this is one of the most common combinations in the whole
Quran, that Allah is Ghafoor Raheem. Of course, the two names complement one another
perfectly; because Allah has Rahma he forgives, and because Allah forgives this is a
manifestation of his Rahma. So, Allah forgives because he is merciful, and Allah is merciful
because he forgives so the two of them are linked together and it is not a surprise therefore
that this combination ‘Al-Ghafoor Al-Raheem’ is one of the most common combinations
in the Quran.
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A number of times Allah SWT mentions that he is Al-Aziz Al-Ghafoor, the same thing
here, Aziz means the one of power! sometimes we forgive out of weakness when we don’t
have any other choice, but Allah’s maghfirah is coming from strength, if he wanted to, he
could punish but he does not punish he is Al-Aziz Al-Ghafoor. Even though he is the
Almighty, he chooses to forgive from a position of strength and Majesty not from a position
of weakness. Also, of the combinations in the Quran is ‘Al-Ghafoor Al-Wadood’ and
we're gonna come to the name Al-Wadood in the future InSha’Allah, but for now we'll
simply translate it as the one full of generous love. ( )الودis a loving nurturing generosity, ()ودود
is the one who loves from a generous love, so Allah is Ghafoor because he's Wadood Allah
does not love to punish, as Allah says in the Quran

Allah does not love to punish, Allah loves to forgive so Allah SWT is saying I am the
Ghafoor the Wadood, I love to forgive it is my nature to forgive.
And of the interesting combinations as well in the Quran is Al-Ghafoor Al-Shakoor
especially in the conversation of the people of Jannah. Because in order to get to Jannah
two things must happen: number one Allah must forgive our frequent sins because
otherwise we're never going to earn Jannah. Then second, he has to take our dismal acts of
worship and then magnify them and that is Al-Shakoor, Allah SWT rewards more than we
deserve to be rewarded.
So, how then do we get Allah’s maghfirah?
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ِ ول
ِ عن أَِب ب ْكر
ِ  أَنه قَ َال لِرس-  رضى هللا عنه- ،الص ِد ِيق
اّلل صلى هللا عليه وسلم َعلِ ْم ِن ُد َعاءً أ َْدعُو
ُ
َ َْ
َُ
ِِال" قُ ِل الل ُهم إ
َِصال
ِ بِِه
ُّ ت نَ ْف ِسي ظُْل ًما َكثِريا َولَ يَ ْغ ِفر
م
ل
ظ
ن
ق
.
ِت
ف
َ
َ
َ
ًت فَا ْغ ِف ْر ِيل َم ْغ ِفَرة
َ
َ ْوب إِل أَن
ُ
َ
َ ُالذن
ْ
ً
ُ
ِ
. " ور الرِح ُيم
َ ِم ْن ِعْند َك َو ْار ََحِْن إِن
َ ْك أَن
ُ ت الْغَ ُف

Abu Bakr Siddiq (RAA) asked the Prophet (PBUH) teach me a duaa’ that I can make to

Allah in my Salah, The Prophet said: "Say: (O Allah, verily I have wronged myself much
and there is None who forgives sins except You. Grant me forgiveness from You and have
mercy on me for You are the Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.)'"
So, how do we gain Allah’s maghfirah, by repenting to Allah and asking for his maghfirah

 "وهللا إن ْلستغفر هللا: مسعت رسول هللا صلى هللا عليه وسلم يقول:عن أب هريرة رضي هللا عنه قال
.))وأتوب إليه ف اليوم أكثر من سبعني مرة " ((رواه البخاري

Abu Hurairah (May Allah be pleased with him) reported:
I heard Messenger of Allah ( )ﷺsaying: "By Allah, I seek Allah's forgiveness and
repent to Him more than seventy times a day."[Al-Bukhari].

Also, we can seek Allah’s maghfirah by forgiving others! we must learn to forgive other
people who have done us wrong. By forgiving others, Allah will forgive us.
I’ll end this Khutbah with two of the most optimistic verses in Quran.

Page 6 of 8

ِ
ول قَوِيل ه َذا وأَست ْغ ِفر اّلل ِيل ولَ ُكم ولِسائِِر املسلِ
ات من كل ذنب فَ ْ ِ ِ
ور الرِح ُيم.
مني َوامل ْسل َم ْ
َ
استَ ْغف ُر ْوه إنهُ ُه َو الْغَ ُف ُ
أَقُ ُ ْ َ َ ْ َ ُ َ َ ْ َ َ ُ ْ
ُ

I ask Allah for forgiveness, He is the Most Forgiving, Most Merciful.

Second Khutbah
احلمد هلل رب العاملني والصالة والسالم على سيد املرسلني وعلى آله وأصحابه أمجعني.
Dear Brothers and Sisters, Allah loves to forgive, and he gives us repeating opportunities to
repent and ask for his maghfirah.
) or the day ofيوم عاشوراء( Of these opportunities is this sacred month Muharram which has
’Ashoora’ (which is the 10th of the month of Muharram) and Fasting the day of ‘Ashoora
expiate for the past year.

عن أَِب قَتادةَ اَْْلَنْصا ِر ِي  -رضى هللا عنه { -أَن رس َ ِ
ِ
ص ْوِم يَ ْوِم َعَرفَةَ.
ََ
ول اَّلل  -صلى هللا عليه وسلم ُ -سئ َل َع ْن َ
َ
َْ
َُ
ِ
ال " :ي َك ِفر اَلسنَةَ اَلْم ِ
ال " :ي َك ِفر اَلسنَةَ اَلْم ِ
اضيَةَ " َو ُسئِ َل َع ْن
اضيَةَ َوالْبَاقِيَةَ "َ ,و ُسئِ َل َع ْن ِصيَ ِام يَ ْوم َع ُ
َ
َ
اش َوراءَ .قَ َ ُ ُ
قَ َ ُ ُ
الَ " :ذ َاك ي وم ولِ ْد ِ ِ ِ
ص ْوِم يَ ْوِم اَِلثْنَ ْ ِ
ت فِ ِيه ,أ َْو أُنْ ِزَل َعلَي فِ ِيه "} َرَواهُ ُم ْسلِم.
ني ،قَ َ
َْ ُ ُ
ت فيهَ ,وبُعثْ ُ
َ
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Abu Qatadah Al-Ansari (RAA) narrated, ‘The Messenger of Allah ( )ﷺwas asked about fasting on
the day of Arafah. He replied, "Fasting on the day of Arafah is an expiation for the preceding year
and the following year.” He was also asked about fasting on the Day of Ashura. He replied,
“Fasting on the Day of Ashura is an expiation for the preceding year.” The Messenger of Allah
( )ﷺwas also asked about fasting on Monday, and he replied, "This is the day on which I was born
and the day on which I was sent (with the Message of Islam) and the day on which I received
revelation." Related by Muslim.

ِ ُ  قال ِحني صام رس-  رضى هللا عنهما- عن بن عباس
ِ ِاشوراء وأَمر ب
صيَ ِام ِه قَالُوا َي
َ َْ
َُ َ َ َ
َ َ َ َ َ ُ ول اّلل صلى هللا عليه وسلم يَ ْوَم َع
ِ ول
ِ َ رس
ِ
ِ ِ ُ اّلل صلى هللا عليه وسلم " فَِإذَا َكا َن الْ َع
ُ ال َر ُس
َ  فَ َق.ص َارى
ُ ول اّلل إِنهُ يَ ْوم تُ َعظ ُمهُ الْيَ ُه
َ ود َوالن
َُ
َ إ ْن َشاء- ام الْ ُم ْقب ُل
ِ ول
ِ
ِ ُ ال فَلَم َأيْ ِت الْ َع
ِ
.اّلل صلى هللا عليه وسلم
ُ ف َر ُس
ُ - ُاّلل
ْ َ َ ق."ص ْمنَا الْيَ ْوَم التاس َع
َ ام الْ ُم ْقب ُل َحّت تُ ُو

Ibn 'Abbas reported that when the Messenger of Allah ( )ﷺfasted on the day of 'Ashura and
commanded that it should he observed as a fast, they (his Companions) said to him:
Messenger of Allah, it is a day which the Jews and Christians hold in high esteem. Thereupon the
Messenger of Allah ( )ﷺsaid: When the next year comes, God willing, we would observe fast on
the 9th But the Messenger of Allah ( )ﷺdied before the advent of the next year.

The Day of Ashura is this coming Monday the 9th of September and encourage myself and
you to fast it and fast Sunday (the 9th of Muharram) as the prophet PBUH recommended.
A last note regarding the Day of Ashura, is that this day should not be associated with any
specific acts except the fasting that has been reported about our Prophet PBUH. So, there

should be no special celebration or food or prayers. One the other hand, we should not also
be sad or show any special signs of grief or anger on that day. The only acceptable special
act on that day is fasting it following the actions of Prophet Mohamaed PBUH.
ِ
ِ
ِ ِ َ  فَ َق,ه َذا وصلُّوا وسلِموا علَى من أمرُكم ربُّ ُكم ِبلص َالةِ والس َالِم علَي ِه
صلُّوا
َْ
َ ين َآمنُوا
َ ُ (إِن اّللَ َوَم َالئ َكتَهُ ي:ال َعز م ْن قَائل
ْ َ ْ ََ ْ َ َ ُ َ َ َ َ َ
َ صلُّو َن َعلَى النِ ِيب َي أَيُّ َها الذ
َ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ
, َوعُثْ َما َن, َوعُ َمَر, أَِب بَكْر:ني
َ ِص ِل َو َسل ْم َعلَى َعْبد َك َونَبِي
َ ِ ْاْلَئمة املَْهدي,ين
َ  َو ْار،ك ُُمَمد
َ يما) الل ُهم
َ ض الل ُهم َع ِن اخلُلَ َفاء الراشد
ً َعلَْيه َو َسل ُموا تَ ْسل
ِ
ِ
ِ ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ
َصلِ ْح لَنَا ُدنْيَا ََن ال ِت فِ َيها
َ  َوالتابِع, َو َع ْن َسائ ِر الص َحابَة,َو َعلي
ْ  َوأ،ص َمةُ أ َْم ِرََن
ْ الل ُهم أصل ْح لنَا دينَ نَا الذي ُه َو ع. ني ََلُْم ِِب ْح َسان َإىل يَ ْوم الدي ِن
ِ ِ ِِ
ِ
ِ
ِ  وأ،اشنَا
ِ
ِ
ين
ْ اج َع ِل
ُ َصل ْح لَنَا آخَرتَنَا ال ِت إِلْي َها َم َع
َ  َوالْ َم ْو،احلَيَاةَ ِزَي َدةً لَنَا ِف ُك ِل َخ ْري
ْ َ ُ َم َع
ْ  َو،اد ََن
َ ت َر
َ .احةً لَنَا م ْن ُك ِل َشر
َ (رب نَا ا ْغف ْر لَنَا َوِل ْخ َواننَا الذ
ِ
ِِ ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ ِِ
)اب النا ِر
َ ين َآمنُوا َرب نَا إِن
َ (رب نَا آتنَا ِف الدُّنْيَا َح َسنَةً َوِف ْاْلخَرةِ َح َسنَةً َوقنَا َع َذ
َ )ك َرءُوف َرحيم
َ َسبَ ُقو ََن ب ِْلميَان َوَل ََْت َع ْل ِف قُلُوبِنَا غ ًال للذ
ِ
ِ ِك ر
ِ
ِ
ِ احلم ُد ِّللِ ر
ِ
 وأقِِم الصال َة.)ني
َ ب الْ َعالَم
َ ب الْعزةِ َعما يَص ُفو َن * َو َس َالم َعلَى الْ ُم ْر َسل
ْ َْ ني * َو
ُ
َ
َ َ (سْب َحا َن َرب
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