Muharram 7, 1441- Al-Ghafur, Al-Ghaafir & Al-Ghaffar
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“O mankind! Be dutiful to your Lord, who created you from a single person, and from
him He created his wife, and from them both He created many men and women, and fear

Allah through Whom you demand your mutual rights, and do not Cut the relations of
kinship. Surely, Allah is an All-Watcher over you.”
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“O you who believe! Keep your duty to Allah and fear Him, and always speak the truth.

He will direct you to do righteous good deeds and will forgive your sins. And whosoever
Obeys Allah and His Messenger (SAWS) he has indeed achieved a great achievement.”
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Dear Brothers and Sisters ...

In our previous Khutbahs we talked about Loving Allah SWT, and how this love is the
true power for worshiping Allah. Loving Allah SWT allows us to worship him the right
way and increases our iman level. We also emphasized that Knowing Allah is the way to
love him, and that the best way to know him is through his names and attributes, by
affirming the Names and Attributes which Allah has aftirmed for Himself in a manner

befitting His majesty.

So, let’s continue our discussion of some of the names and attributes of Allah SWT and
today we move on to another series of names dealing with one verb and one concept and

that 1s the verb and concept of Maghfirah (sixs « 4% « 4¢). The word ( i) originally means (in
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pre-Islamic Arabic) it means to cover up something so () means to conceal or to put a
layer on top of something and eventually it meant to overlook somebody's harm that he has
done to you. You cover up his harm and you ignore that he ever did something to you. So,
it became the connotation of forgiveness even though the original connotation is to cover
up or to pretend it doesn't exist, by covering or concealing it. In classical Arabic the word
tor helmet was (ix.) because you're covering your head and you're concealing it, coming

from the same root (i) (ix).

The point being that Allah SW'T is characterized with this attribute of (5,4.) and in 300
verses Allah SWT attributes this concept to himself and says (& ¥ sl iz :»9) Who else can

perfect of one’s sins other than Allah SWT who else can forgive sins. Allah says

Know that Allah is severe in penalty and that Allah 1s Forgiving and Merciful.

SAHIH INTERNATIONAL

[O Muhammad], inform My servants that it is I who am the Forgiving, the Merciful.

So, Allah wants to announce to the world, and he wants us to recognize and he wants us to
believe and know that about him. Allah SWT calls himselt A/-Ghatoor and it is not the
only name that is derived from the verb ( i¢) in fact there are at least seven names in the
Quran all of them derived from the verb to forgive. Seven different nouns that Allah has
ascribed to himself and all of these are proper names mentioned in the Quran, not

specifically from the famous 99 names, as Allah has much larger number of names.

Number one and the most common of these nouns is () and in fact Al-Ghafoor is one
of the most often mentioned names of Allah in the entire Quran; mentioned 91 times.
Another name of Allah is (5w as Allah said (o L6, o 12) and the third name is (,Ga)) so
there is Al-Ghatoor, Al-Ghafir, and Al-Ghatftar and I'll explain the differences in a while.
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Also, number four is (5,44 svly) the one whose forgiveness is vast, Allah can forgive anything
and everything. Number five (s |»l) the one who has the right to forgive the one who is
characterized by forgiveness Allah he is the one who has the most right to be characterized
with forgiveness. Number six (5,4l 43) and (43) in Arabic means the owner of something
means nobody owns it like the one who says (s3), (5,42l 53) the owner of (s,4x.) the one to
whom (s,ix) 1s ascribed, the one who controls and who has manifested and who has
perfected (s,4x+). The seventh noun and the seventh name of Allah derived from this root is

(;zW »+) meaning in the best of those who forgive.

Now what is the difference between Al-Ghafir, Al-Ghafoor, and Al-Ghaftar and all three
are mentioned in the Quran. Ghafiris the one who does forgiveness so the one who
forgives. In Arabic (~) means to hear so (mL.) is the one who hears, (:6) means to stand and

(+6) means the one who is standing, so Allah is Ghafir; Allah forgives the sins.

Al-Ghafoor is a noun form that emphasizes the power of the verb, so if (.s5) means to stand
(r5%) 1s much more than (.s6). Similarly, Ghafirmeans to forgive, but Ghafooris the one
who has the power to forgive no matter how large the sin. In other words, Ghafoor is for
the quality no matter how large the sin A/-Ghafoor can cover it up no matter how heinous

the crime, no matter how evil the deed A/-Ghafoorhas the power to cover it up.

As for Al-Ghaffar, it goes back to a structure that indicates frequency (Jx o5y Js) Allah does
it, and then does it again, and then does it, and then does it again! Allah continuously does
(5,42+) so Ghafoor is for the quality and Ghaftar is for quantity. Ghafoor for quality; no
matter how large the sin Allah can forgive it, and Al-Ghaftfar for frequency; no matter how

frequent the sin Allah does not count.
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The Prophet (£%) said, "Allah, the Exalted, and Glorious said: 'A slave committed a sin and
he said: O Allah, forgive my sin,' and Allah said: 'My slave committed a sin and then he
realized that he has a Rubb Who forgives the sins and punishes for the sin.' He then again
committed a sin and said: 'My Rubb, forgive my sin,' and Allah (SWT) said: 'My slave
committed a sin and then realized that he has a Rubb Who forgives his sin and punishes for
the sin.' He again committed a sin and said: 'My Rubb, forgive my sin,' and Allah (SWT)
said: 'My slave has committed a sin and then realized that he has a Rubb Who forgives the
sin and punishes for the sin. I have granted forgiveness to my slave. Let him do whatever he
likes". [Al-Bukhari and Muslim].

The last sentence "let him do whatever he likes..." means, as long he keeps asking for
forgiveness after the commission of sins, and repents, Allah will forgive him because

repentance eliminates previous sins'.

So, the true servant never gives up hope, always raises his hands and says “Ya Ghaftar”
you'll forgive me again because you are the one who forgives so he never loses hope in

Allah forgiveness.

Also, brothers and sisters, one of the things we're talking about in this series is the
connections and the pairs of Allah’s names, what names does Allah mention with his names
and attributes, what are the pairs that are found in the Quran? of the most common pairs is
Al-Ghafoor Al-Raheem and we mentioned this when we talked about the names Al-
Rahman Al-Raheem and that this is one of the most common combinations in the whole
Quran, that Allah is Ghafoor Raheem. Of course, the two names complement one another
perfectly; because Allah has Rahma he forgives, and because Allah forgives this is a
manifestation of his Rahma. So, Allah forgives because he is merciful, and Allah is merciful
because he forgives so the two of them are linked together and it is not a surprise therefore
that this combination ‘Al-Ghafoor Al-Raheem’ is one of the most common combinations

in the Quran.
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A number of times Allah SWT mentions that he is Al-Aziz Al-Ghafoor, the same thing
here, Aziz means the one of power! sometimes we forgive out of weakness when we don’t
have any other choice, but Allah’s maghfirah is coming from strength, it he wanted to, he
could punish but he does not punish he is Al-Aziz Al-Ghatoor. Even though he is the
Almighty, he chooses to forgive from a position of strength and Majesty not from a position
of weakness. Also, of the combinations in the Quran is ‘Al-Ghafoor Al-Wadood’ and
we're gonna come to the name Al-Wadood in the future InSha’Allah, but for now we'll
simply translate it as the one full of generous love. (s4) is a loving nurturing generosity, (s35)
is the one who loves from a generous love, so Allah is Ghafoorbecause he's Wadood Allah

does not love to punish, as Allah says in the Quran
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SAHIH INTERNATIONAL

What would Allah do with your punishment if you are grateful and believe? And ever is Allah Appreciative and Know

Allah does not love to punish, Allah loves to forgive so Allah SWT is saying I am the

Ghatoor the Wadood, I love to forgive it is my nature to forgive.

And of the interesting combinations as well in the Quran is Al-Ghatoor Al-Shakoor
especially in the conversation of the people of Jannah. Because in order to get to Jannah
two things must happen: number one Allah must forgive our frequent sins because
otherwise we're never going to earn Jannah. Then second, he has to take our dismal acts of
worship and then magnify them and that is Al-Shakoor, Allah SWT rewards more than we

deserve to be rewarded.

So, how then do we get Allah’s maghfirah?
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Abu Bakr Siddiq (RAA) asked the Prophet (PBUH) teach me a duaa’ that I can make to

it
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Allah in my Salah, The Prophet said: "Say: (O Allah, verily I have wronged myselt much
and there 1s None who forgives sins except You. Grant me forgiveness from You and have

"m

mercy on me for You are the Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.)

So, how do we gain Allah’s maghfirah, by repenting to Allah and asking for his maghfirah
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SAHIH INTERNATIONAL
But indeed, I am the Perpetual Forgiver of whoever repents and believes and does righteousness and then continues in
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Abu Hurairah (May Allah be pleased with him) reported:

I heard Messenger of Allah (£%) saying: "By Allah, I seek Allah's forgiveness and

repent to Him more than seventy times a day."[Al-Bukhari].
Also, we can seek Allah’s maghfirah by forgiving others! we must learn to forgive other

people who have done us wrong. By forgiving others, Allah will forgive us.

I’ll end this Khutbah with two of the most optimistic verses in Quran.
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SAHIH INTERNATIONAL

Say. "O My servants who have transgressed against themselves [by sinning]. do not despair of the mercy of Allah . Indeed. Allah

forgives all sins. Indeed. it is He who is the Forgiving, the Merciful."
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[ ask Allah for forgiveness, He is the Most Forgiving, Most Merciful.

Second Khutbah
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Dear Brothers and Sisters, Allah loves to forgive, and he gives us repeating opportunities to
repent and ask for his maghfirah.

Of these opportunities is this sacred month Muharram which has (s),4ts »4) or the day of
Ashoora’ (which is the 10th of the month of Muharram) and Fasting the day of ‘Ashoora’

expiate for the past year.
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Abu Qatadah Al-Ansari (RAA) narrated, “The Messenger of Allah (££) was asked about fasting on
the day of Arafah. He replied, "Fasting on the day of Arafah is an expiation for the preceding year
and the following year.” He was also asked about fasting on the Day of Ashura. He replied,
“Fasting on the Day of Ashura is an expiation for the preceding year.” The Messenger of Allah
(&) was also asked about fasting on Monday, and he replied, "This is the day on which I was born
and the day on which I was sent (with the Message of Islam) and the day on which I received
revelation." Related by Muslim.
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Ibn 'Abbas reported that when the Messenger of Allah (£%) fasted on the day of 'Ashura and
commanded that it should he observed as a fast, they (his Companions) said to him:

Messenger of Allah, it is a day which the Jews and Christians hold in high esteem. Thereupon the
Messenger of Allah (£%) said: When the next year comes, God willing, we would observe fast on
the 9th But the Messenger of Allah (£%) died before the advent of the next year.

The Day of Ashura is this coming Monday the 9% of September and encourage myself and

you to fast it and fast Sunday (the 9" of Muharram) as the prophet PBUH recommended.

A last note regarding the Day of Ashura, is that this day should not be associated with any
specific acts except the fasting that has been reported about our Prophet PBUH. So, there
should be no special celebration or food or prayers. One the other hand, we should not also
be sad or show any special signs of grief or anger on that day. The only acceptable special

act on that day is fasting it following the actions of Prophet Mohamaed PBUH.
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