Dhu al Hijjah 12, 1439 H - Fear and Hope

All praise is due to Allah, we praise him, and we ask him for guidance and
forgiveness. And we seek protection in Allah from the malice of our own
souls, and the evil of our actions. Whom Allah guides, no one can lead him
astray, and whom He makes astray, no one can lead him back to the

right path. | bear witness that there is no other deity but Allah, by

himself, no associate to him, and | bear witness that Muhammad is

his slave and Messenger.

"O you who believed! Fear Allah as He should be feared, and die not except

as Muslims." [Quran 3:102]

"O you who believed! Fear Allah, and (always) say a word directed to the
truth. [71] "That He may make your conduct whole and sound, and forgive
you your sins: he that obeys Allah and His Messenger, has then attained the

highest Achievement." [Quran 33:70 71]
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Dear brothers and sisters, one of the most beautiful things about the concept

of worship in Islam is to worship Allah (35753) out of love for Him but with a
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healthy balance of fear and hope. In today’s Khutbah, let us try to understand

what these two terms “fear” and “hope” mean when used in respect to our

relationship with Allah (35?3). What is the best approach one should take with

respect to fear of Allah and hope in Allah? How to balance fear with hope?

Allah (5%7) says in Surat Al-A'raf:
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“And invoke Him in fear and aspiration. Indeed, the mercy of Allah is near to

the doers of good.” Quran (7:56)

In this ayah, the two states of fear and hope are joined together in order that

the Muslim is both fearful and hopeful of Allah. And while describing the

believers, Allah (4%7) says in Surat al-Isra’;
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“And they hope for His mercy and fear His punishment. Indeed, the

punishment of your Lord is ever feared.” Quran (17:57)

Referring to the believers who get up from their beds late in the night to

perform their Tahajjud prayers, the verse 16 of Surat as-Sajda says,

3

ia

b0 LS5 e akhy B3 100 0% galiaall 02 i LT


http://tanzil.net/#7:56
http://tanzil.net/#17:57
http://tanzil.net/#32:16

“They arise from [their] beds; they supplicate their Lord in fear and

aspiration, and from what We have provided them, they spend.” Quran (32:16)

The Muslim person leads his life between fear and hope. Whoever
recognizes the generosity and bounties of Allah hopes for Him and whoever

fears His punishment, fears Him. In the Hadith;
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The prophet (£%) said: “If the believer knew what is with Allah of punishment,

none would hope for Paradise, and if the disbeliever knew what is with Allah

of mercy, none would despair of (attaining) Paradise.”

This Hadith proves that a believer should have equal amounts of fear and
hope; more fear of Allah’s wrath during times of good health, and extra hope

in His mercy during iliness and before death.
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It was narrated from Anas that the Prophet (£%) entered upon a young man

who was dying and said: “How do you feel?” He said: “I have hope in Allah, O



Messenger of Allah, but | fear my sins.” The Messenger of Allah (£%) said:

“These two things (hope and fear) do not coexist in the heart of a person in a
situation like this, but Allah will give him that which he hopes for and keep him

safe from that which he fears.”

Therefore whenever we do a good action, we should hope that it has been
accepted by Allah, but at the same time we should also have fear that maybe
it isn't enough or that the good deed has not been worthy of acceptance.
Likewise when we sin, we should have hope that Allah will accept our
repentance and forgive us, but we should also fear that we may be

accountable for it. This balance should be reflected in our relationship with

Allah (553).

There are three degrees of fear. The first degree is weakest degree. It has no
real effect either in the inward or in the outward. This fear might as well not
exist because it is of no benefit or use. The second degree is strong fear
which wakes up the person from his heedlessness and carries him to become
obedient and upright. It drives him from his neglectfulness and makes him go
on the straight path. The third degree of fear is the severe overpowering fear

that reaches to such a degree that the slave loses hope in Allah. This is not



permissible. It is not permissible to allow fear to reach such a degree. Allah (

43) says in Surat az-Zumar,
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“Say, O My servants who have transgressed against themselves [by
sinning], do not despair of the mercy of Allah. Indeed, Allah forgives all sins.

Indeed, it is He who is the Forgiving, the Merciful." Quran (39:53)

It is commonly known that the best of affairs is the middle of them. The best
form of fear is not the weak form which has no effect in one’s inwardness or
one’s outward behavior, nor is it the one which is so strong that it makes one
lose hope of Allah’s mercy, but it is the fear that transforms one’s life and

makes one take up right action and give up wrong action.

Just as fear has three degrees, hope also has three degrees. The first degree
is the hope for the mercy of Allah along with right actions and obedience. This
is the praiseworthy type of hope. The second degree of hope is the hope

which accompanies wrong actions and disobedience. This is the blameworthy

type of hope. The third degree of hope is very strong which reaches to a
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degree of considering oneself safe. This is absolutely wrong. Allah (fJLCs*Z) says

in Surat al-A’raf,

EBER IR B P

“Then did they feel secure from the plan of Allah? But no one feels secure

from the plan of Allah except the losing people.” Quran (7:99)

Dear brothers and sisters, fear of Allah makes us think twice before we
commit a sin. It is the quality of mindfulness and awareness of Allah that

resides inside the heart of a believer. Abu Huraira reported: The Messenger

of Allah(£%) pointed to his chest three times and he said:
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“Godfearing piety is here.”

Indeed, the description of punishment in the Hereafter found in the Quran and
Sunnah should increase our resolve to be righteous. Fear of Allah is the
source of all knowledge as it motivates us to seek the truth and act in

accordance with it. Allah said in Surat Fatir:
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“Only those fear Allah, from among His servants, who have knowledge.

Indeed, Allah is Exalted in Might and Forgiving.” Quran (35:28)
Abdullah Ibn Mas’ud (RAA) would say during his sermons:
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“The best provision is mindfulness of Allah, and the foundation of wisdom is

the fear of Allah the Exalted.”

However, we need to balance our fear of Allah with our hope in His reward

and His Paradise. Allah (ﬁt‘“i) said in Surat Al-Ankabut:
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And to Madyan [We sent] their brother Shu'ayb, and he said, "O my people,
worship Allah and expect the Last Day and do not commit abuse on the

earth, spreading corruption." Quran (29:35)

Hope in Allah motivates us to perform good deeds and to abandon our base
materialistic desires for the sake of righteousness. The description of
Paradise in the Quran and Sunnah should increase our resolve to perform

good deeds to be rewarded in the Hereafter. In fact, it is a major sin to

despair of the mercy of Allah. Allah (3553) says in Surat Al Hijr:
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“And who despairs of the mercy of his Lord except for those astray?” Quran
(15:56)

Dear brothers and sisters, it is thus clear how imbalances in any of the three
qualities of worship: Love, fear, and hope can lead to major deviation and
drifting from the True Guidance. And this will be explained in the second

Khutbah.
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Dear brothers and sisters, amongst the worshipers of Allah (ii%), there are
three groups who show imbalances in the three qualities of worship. The first
group are those who worship Allah with hope only. The people of this group

believe that sins do not affect faith i.e. no matter what sins a person commits,

his iman (faith) is complete and perfect. They worship Allah only with hope
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because they believe that if one believed and testified to Islam, they would

enter paradise regardless of their actions.

Unfortunately, we find a similar attitude amongst many Muslims today. When
they are advised to turn to Allah and abandon sinful actions, they just point to
their hearts and say, "Allah knows what is in my heart", or "Allah forgives", or

something else like that.

The second group includes those who worship Allah in fear only. They
believe that anyone who commits major sins is a disbeliever and would
therefore dwell in Hellfire forever. This of course is gross extremism and

straying from the correct path.

We should never say of anyone that he or she is a 'lost cause' or ‘doomed'.
However, we fear for those who commit major sins because they have been
threatened with punishment in the Qur'an and the Hadith. However it is up to

Allah whether He chooses to punish them or whether He will forgive them.

The last group that shows imbalances in the three qualities of Allah’s worship
includes those who worship Allah in love only. Those are the heretics who
reduce the religion to just 'love' and so all their talk and their mystical

practices are centered on developing more 'love'.



Therefore, we should have a healthy balance of love, fear, and hope in our
worship of Allah. The idea of balance in worship is expressed eloquently in
Ibn Al-Qayyaim’s symbol of the bird on its journey to Allah. Ibn Al-Qayyim

said:
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“The heart on its journey towards Allah the Exalted is like that of a bird. Love
is its head, and fear and hope are its two wings. When the head is healthy,
then the two wings will fly well. When the head is cut off, the bird will die.
When either of two wings is damaged, the bird becomes vulnerable to every

hunter and predator.”

Let us remember that our hearts are just like a bird on a journey to Allah in
the Hereafter. Our love of Allah is the basis of our worship, and our fear and
hope are like two wings that push us along the straight path toward our final

destination.

| ask Allah (iLC?Z) to make us among the people of praiseworthy fear of Him

and praiseworthy hope of Him.

10



Ol 455503 ) (1)) 0 (e B 08 il W5 33Eally 285 a0al B e 1 sy 1 lia s 1
Al Gle 5 aaan g e e sl e 26 (Waltd 1 sak s il 1slia 1Sl Gl @ G 0 e
Sh A Uiy Ul loal 200 | cpaliaall g a3y Sed 260 el a5 ) lealy 20 ey Aalag
53 SLal) Jadl | Ullaa 1l L Goal W alials | Ghla e ) UGS U Alial s | G el datae
Gl Al e 33 . (st e 33801 G5 65 Jatle | 53 8 G WASI) Sl L jia (K B U

Ol 5 b Bl ¢

11



